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PRESS RELEASE 
 
Kathmandu, Nepal- 31 October 2014 
 
Child marriage is prohibited by national laws in certain South Asian countries but the practice persists on a 
significant scale. South Asia is home to almost half (42 per cent) of all child brides worldwide. While India alone 
accounts for one third of the global total, Bangladesh has the highest rate of marriage involving girls under age 
15 and Nepal accounts for the highest number of children born to girls married before 15. 
 
Although many community and national-level initiatives have been launched in South Asia to combat child 
marriage, these efforts must be supported by creating a conducive legal and policy environment that is 
respectful to women’s and girl’s human rights. Therefore the need for an urgent concerted advocacy to expand 
the legal discourse at the national, regional and international levels on child marriage adequately reflecting the 
human rights and support the development and implementation of accountability strategies to end the 
practice is the need of the hour. 
 
As part of its mandate and operational plan on issue based action, SAIEVAC1 organized number of technical 
meetings and consultations with representatives of SAARC Secretariat, Member State delegates, civil society 
organizations, regional experts, regional development partners and SAIEVAC Experts to draft a Regional 

                                                           
1
 The South Asia Initiative to End Violence against Children (SAIEVAC) is the South Asian response to the global call by the UN Secretary 

General to end Violence against Children in 2005. SAIEVAC employs a systems-building approach to strengthen child protection across 
the region and addresses five key thematic areas (child marriage, corporal punishment, child labor, sexual abuse and exploitation of 
children and child trafficking) and activities and actions include advocacy, awareness raising, capacity building and development, 
implementing activities and sharing best practices in an effort to prevent and respond to violence against children in South Asia. SAIEVAC 
represents an innovative initiative for ending VaC, driven by the commitment of South Asian governments but which also manifests as a 
regional network engaging a wide variety and range of stakeholders including children, INGOs, UN Agencies and civil society in an action-
oriented and collaborative manner.  
 



   
    

 

Action Plan (RAP) to end child marriage in South Asia (2015 -2018) through a participatory consultative 
process.  

An Expert Group Meeting was also held in Kathmandu from 28th to 29th   May 2014 to finalize the Regional 
Action Plan and the Implementation Framework formulated by SAIEVAC Regional Secretariat. The expected 
outcomes of the RAP are divided in six areas including  

 Effective enactment, enforcement and use of national policy and legal instruments to increase the 
minimum age of marriage for (both boys and) girls to 18. 

 Improved equal access to quality education, particularly secondary education 

 Increased mobilization of girls, boys, parents and leaders to change discriminatory gender norms. 

 New and existing evidence collected on status of married girls below 18 years, and on good program 
practices to address  their  needs 

 Enhanced advocacy to mobilize  action and support for girls who are already married 

 Improved monitoring, reporting, and  evaluation of  programs to end child marriage in South Asia 

Similarly, the Center for Reproductive Rights (CRR),2 a member of the South Asia Co-ordinating Group on 
Action against violence against Children (SACG) published an in-depth legal analysis of child marriage titled 
Child Marriage in South Asia: Stop the Impunity. The analysis highlights that governments in the region are 
complicit in grave human rights violations resulting from child marriage as a consequence of their failure to 
effectively prevent child marriage and ensure legal remedies and consequences when girls are given away in 
marriage, in violation of national and international law. It describes what governments can do to end the 
impunity that surrounds child marriage, based on their national and international legal obligations.  
 
The Center also organized consultations in India (November 2013) and in Nepal (March 2014)   to disseminate 
and discuss the findings of this study and initiate a dialogue about the legal accountability strategies.   
 
As a follow up to these two consultation as well as to broaden the dialogue, CRR together with the SAIEVAC 
Regional Secretariat  and hosted by the Government of Nepal will organize a one and half day Regional 
Convening on Using Law to Promote Accountability to End Child Marriage from 6th to 7th November 2014 in 
Kathmandu, Nepal. The Regional Convening will be a precursor to the 18thSAARC Summit- where delegates 
from SAARC Countries will be invited to engage them in a constructive discussion around accountability for 
ending the practice of child marriage.  
 
Expected to be attended by Government delegates from all the SAARC member states, SAARCLAW, SAHRM 
(South Asia Human Rights Mechanism) Task Force Members, Forum Asia, SAIEVAC National Co-ordinators, 
NACG Representatives from all member states, Members of National Steering Committee on National Action 
Plan on Child marriage, Nepal, UNFPA, UNICEF, UNDP including AFPPD (Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on 
Population and Development) and ARROW (The Asian-Pacific Resource & Research Centre for Women), the 
expected outcome of the Regional Convening is to endorse a Declaration on ending child marriage to be 
presented to the 18th SAARC Summit. 
 
 

                                                           
2
 Founded  in  1992,  the  Center  for  Reproductive  Rights  (CRR) uses  the  law  to  advance reproductive  freedom as  a  fundamental  

human  right.  The Center works  closely with  the  United  Nations and regional  human  rights  bodies and uses  constitutional,  
comparative  and international  human  rights  law  to  advance  women's  access  to  quality  reproductive  healthcare. 
 



   
    

 

 

DATE AND VENUE 

Date: 6-7 November 2014 May 2014 

Venue: Hotel Yak n Yeti ‐ Kathmandu, Nepal 

 

For more information, please contact: 
 
 Dr.Rinchen Chophel 
Director General 
SAIEVAC Regional Secretariat 
Lazimpat, Kathmandu, Nepal 
Phone: Direct +977-1-4001601  
Phone: PABX + 977-1-4001685/4001602 Ext 107  
Email: rinchen.chophel@saievac.org 
 

Ms. Melissa Upreti 
Regional Director for Asia 
Center for Reproductive Rights 
New York, NY 10005 
Phone: 9176373608 
Fax: 9176373666 
Email: mupreti@reprorights.org 

 
 
Mr. Vipin Bhatt 
Child Protection Officer 
SAIEVAC Regional Secretariat 
Lazimpat, Kathmandu, Nepal 
Phone: PABX +977-1-4001685/4001602  
Email: vipin@saievac.org 
 
 
Ms. Natalia Garzon  
International Press Officer 
Center for Reproductive Rights 
New York, NY  10005 
Phone: 9176373668  M: 9172579793  
 Email: ngarzon@reprorights.org 
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