
SAARC Convention on Regional Arrangement for the 
Promotion of Child Welfare

The purposes and objectives of the Convention

1. Unite the States Parties in their determination of redeeming the promises made by them to the South 
Asian Child at the World Summit for Children and at various other national and international 
conferences and successive SAARC Summits;

2. Work together with commitment and diligence, to facilitate and help in the development and 
protection of the full potential of the South Asian child, with understanding of the rights, duties and 
responsibilities as well as that of others;

3. Set up appropriate regional arrangements to assist the Member States in facilitating, fulfilling and 
protecting the rights of the Child, taking into account the changing needs of the child.

Article IV: Regional Priorities

3. States Parties shall ensure that appropriate legal and administrative mechanisms and social 
…safety nets and defenses are always in place to:

a) Ensure that their national laws protect the child from any form of discrimination, abuse, 
neglect, exploitation, torture or degrading treatment, trafficking and violence.

Article VII
Promotion of the Rights and Well-being of the Child

1. States Parties are convinced that the child, by reason of his or her physical and mental 
dependence, needs special safeguards and care, including appropriate legal protection, before as 
well as after birth.

2. The child, for the full and harmonious development of his or her personality, should 
grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding.

3. States Parties shall protect the child against all forms of abuse and exploitation 
prejudicial to any aspects of the child’s well-being.

4. States Parties shall take necessary actions to implement effectively the SAARC 
Convention on Regional Arrangements for the Promotion of Child Welfare and to combat and 
suppress all offences against the person, dignity and the life of the child.

5. States Parties are resolved that the child shall enjoy special protection, and shall be 
given opportunities and facilities, by law and by other means, to enable him or her to develop 
its full potential physically, mentally, emotionally, morally, spiritually, socially and culturally 
in a healthy and normal manner and in conditions of freedom and dignity.  The best interests 
and welfare of the child shall be the paramount consideration and the guiding principle in all 
matters involving his or her life.



6. States Parties agree to extend to the child all possible support from government, society 
and the community.  The child shall be entitled to grow and develop in health with due 
protection.  To this end, special services shall be provided for the child and its mother, 
including pre-natal, natal (especially delivery by trained birth attendant) and post-natal care, 
immunization, early childhood care, timely and appropriate nutrition, education and recreation.  
States Parties shall undertake specific steps to reduce low birth weight, malnutrition, anemia 
amongst women and children, infant, child and maternal morbidity and mortality rates, through 
the inter-generational life cycle approach, increase education, literacy, and skill development 
amongst adolescents and youth, especially of girls and elimination of child/early marriage.

7. States Parties shall take effective measures for the rehabilitation and re-integration of 
children in conflict with the law.

8. State Parties shall take appropriate measures for the re-habilitation of street children, 
orphaned, displaced and abandoned children, and children affected by armed conflict.

9. States Parties pledge that a physically, mentally, emotionally or socially disadvantaged 
child shall be given the special treatment, education and care required by his or her particular 
condition.

10. States Parties shall ensure that a child of tender years shall not, save in exceptional 
circumstances, be separated from his or her mother and that society and the public authorities 
shall be required to extend particular care to children without a family and to those without 
adequate means of support, including where desirable, provision of State and other assistance 
towards his or her maintenance.

11. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures, including legislative, administrative, 
social and educational measures, to protect children from the illicit use of narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances as defined in the relevant international treaties, and to prevent the use 
of children in the illicit production and trafficking of such substances.  In this respect, States 
Parties shall expedite the implementation of the SAARC Convention on Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances at the national and regional levels.




